Porphyric neuropathy: an ultrastructural and quantitative case study.
We report a case of acute neuropathy in a 46 year old female with porphyria variegata. Histologic, electron microscopic, and quantitative examinations of peripheral nerves were performed at onset of the neuropathy and at autopsy. The results revealed severe qualitative and quantitative changes in myelinated and unmyelinated fibers showing features indicative of an axonopathy with a distribution in keeping with a dying-back phenomenon.